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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUIUMBURA 0820 

NESCO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, UNESCO, BY 

SUBJECT: REVISION OF IMPORT DUTIES POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF UNESCO 
AGREEMENT 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN TOLD THAT BURUNDI HAS VIOLATED AN ACCORD 
WITH UNESCO BY IMPOSING AD VALOREM DUTIES OE TEN PERCENT AND 
TWENTY PERCENT ON IMPORTED BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS, RESPECTIVELY. 
THESE WERE PREVIOUSLY EXEMPT FROM ALL IMPORT DUTIES. 

2. COULD YOU TELL US THEN WHETHER BURUNDI IS VIOLATING A 
COMMITMENT TO UNESCO, AND IF SO, WHETHER THERE IS ANY POINT IN 
PURSUING SUCH A VIOLATION WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 
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